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1

On glancing over my notes of the cases in which
I have studied the methods of my friend Sherlock
Holmes, I find many tragic, some comic, a large num-
ber strange, but no commonplace cases. He worked
rather for the love of his art than for money and he
refused to associate himself with any investigation
which did not have anything unusual and even fan-
tastic in it. Of all these cases, however, I cannot recall
any which was more unusual than that which was
associated with the well-known family of the Roylotts
of Stoke Moran'. The events occurred in the early days
of my association with Holmes, when we were sharing
rooms in Baker Street.

It was early in April in the year 1883 that I woke
one morning to find Sherlock Holmes standing, fully
dressed, by the side of my bed. He was a late riser?
as a rule, and as the clock showed me that it was only
a quarter-past seven, I looked up at him in some sur-
prise.

! Stoke Moran — Ha3BaHHe 3aTOPOAHOTO A0Ma. B AHranu, ocobeH-
HO B CEABCKOM MECTHOCTH, AOMaM IIPUHSITO AaBaTh Ha3BaHUS.
2 He was a late riser — OH BcTaBaA IIO3AHO
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The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

"Very sorry to wake you up, Watson," said he, "but
Mrs. Hudson has been woken up, and she woke me
up.”

"What is it, then — a fire?"

“No, a client. A young lady has arrived. She is
waiting now in the sitting-room. When young ladies
call on you at this hour of the morning, I think that
it is something very pressing. If it is an interesting
case, I am sure, you would like to follow it from the
beginning."

"My dear fellow, I shall be ready in a minute."”

I put on my clothes and was ready in a few minutes
to accompany my friend down to the sitting-room. A
lady dressed in black rose as we entered.

"Good-morning, madam," said Holmes. "My name
is Sherlock Holmes. This is my friend and associate,
Dr. Watson, before whom you can speak as freely as
before myself. I am glad to see that Mrs. Hudson has
lighted the fire. Please sit near it, and I shall ask a
cup of hot coffee for you, for I see that you are shiv-
ering."

"It is not cold which makes me shiver!," said the
woman in a low voice.

"What, then?"

"It is fear, Mr. Holmes. It is terror.” She looked up
as she spoke, and we could see her pale face with

! Tt is not cold which makes me shiver. — 51 ADOXKy He OT XOAOAQ.
(Korcrpyknmsa "It is ... that/who" ynmoTpebasieTcst AAST CMBICAOBOTO
BBIAGAEHUST KAKONU-AMOO0 4acTu npeprosKeHusa. CM. Takke Huke: It
was from her that I had your address. — IIMeHHO OT Hee g IOAYYU-
Aa BaI appec



Arthur Conan Doyle

frightened eyes. She must be a woman of thirty', but
her hair was turning gray.

“You must not fear,” said he. “We shall soon help
you, I have no doubt. You have come to London by
train this morning, I see.”

"You know me, then?"

“"No, but I see your return ticket in your left glove.
You must have started early?, and you had a long
drive in a dog-cart, along heavy roads, before you
reached the station."”

The lady looked in bewilderment at my companion.

“There is no mystery, my dear madam," said he,
smiling. “The left arm of your jacket is covered with
mud. The marks are perfectly fresh. Only a dog-cart

throws up mud in that way."

"You are perfectly correct,” said she. "I started from
home before six, and came in by the first train to
Waterloo?®. Sir, I can stand this strain no longer?*
I shall go mad if it continues. I have heard of you,
Mr. Holmes; I have heard of you from Mrs. Farintosh,
whom you helped. It was from her that I had your
address. Oh, sir, do you not think that you could help
me, too? At present I cannot reward you, but in a
month or six weeks I shall be married and shall have

! She must be a woman of thirty — Eif, AOAJKHO GBITH, GHIAO OKOAO
TPUAIATH

2 You must have started early. — Bbl, AOAJKHO OBITE, PAHO BBIEXaAHW
3 'Waterloo ['woitolu:] — Bok3aa Batepaoo B AoHaAOHE

* T can stand this strain no longer. — fI 6oabIle He BEIHECY ITOTO
HaPSoKeHUS



The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

my own income, and then you will not find me un-
grateful.”

Holmes turned to his desk and took a small book,
which he consulted.

“Farintosh,"” said he. "Ah yes, I recall the case.
I think it was before your time, Watson. I can only
say, madam, that I shall be happy to investigate your
case as I did for your friend. As to reward, my pro-
fession is its own reward; but you can pay me at the
time which suits you best. And now [ ask you to tell
us everything that may help us in to form an opinion
upon the matter."

"Alas!" said our visitor, “the horror of my situation
lies in the fact that my fears are so vague, that even
the man who cares for me looks upon all that I tell
him as the fancies of a nervous woman. He does not
say so, but I can read it in his eyes."

"T am all attention, madam."

EXERCISES
1. Answer the questions:

1. When did Sherlock Holmes investigate the case of
the Roylotts of Stoke Moran?

2. Where did Sherlock Holmes live? Who did he share
the rooms with?

3. Why did Sherlock Holmes wake up Dr.Watson very
early one morning?

4. What did the client look like?

5. How did Sherlock Holmes surprise their visitor?
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® M

How did he learn all the information about the cli-
ent?

Who did the client learn about the detective from?
Why did the client come to Holmes for help?
What did she tell Holmes about her financial posi-
tion?

Think and say

1. What do you think is the role of Dr.Watson in Sher-

lock Holmes' investigations?

2. What does Holmes' behaviour at the beginning of

W ONO O W

the story tell us about his character?

. Find the following words and phrases in the text

and reproduce situations from the text with them.
Give Russian equivalents.

. rather ... than

would rather do smth than do smth else
to occur

It occurred to smb

to share a room / flat

as arule

to call on smb

to accompany smb to some place

to investigate a case

to care for smb / smth

Paraphrase the underlined parts of the sentences
so as to use the words and phrases above.

Sherlock Holmes usually allowed Dr. Watson to
follow his investigations.

9
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Sherlock Holmes looked into a lot of tragic events.
When my friend told me she felt nervous before her
first concert I offered to go there with her.

The two sisters lived in the same room.

Anne's grandmother lived next door and the girl
often visited her after classes.

Sherlock Holmes preferred doing nothing to
investigating common cases.

I don'treally think that he loves anyone but himself.
I don't know when the accident happened.

When Dr. Watson was woken up very early in the
morning, he had an idea that the house was on fire.
The teacher said he would prefer teaching bright
students for a small pay to teaching stupid students
for a higher pay.

Complete the sentences with the words and phrases
above in the correct form.

Emily ... an office with eight other people. She says
it's very noisy there, ... .

When Anne arrived at the hospital she said she'd ...
... a ward with some other patients ... have a private
ward. It was the first time she was in hospital and she
wanted to have somebody to talk to.

If you're afraid to go to the doctor, I can ... you
there.

Sherlock Holmes ... alot of ... together with Dr. Wat-
son and Police Inspector Lestrade.

Monicawould like to become a vet as she ... animals.
Tom would ... travel by train ... by air. He hates trav-
elling by plane.
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7. Evelyn was short of money and ... to her that she
could borrow some from her aunt.

8. Several car accidents ... at the crossroads before
traffic-lights were put up there.

9. Don't cook curry for our party. We don't ... Indian
food.

10. Helen Stoner ... Sherlock Holmes early in the
morning and asked him ... her ....



II

"My name is Helen Stoner, and I am living with
my stepfather, who is the last of one of the oldest
families in England, the Roylotts of Stoke Moran.

"The family was at one time among the richest in
England, but at present only a few acres of land and
an old house are left. The last squire lived the horrible
life of a poor aristocrat; but his only son, my stepfather
took a medical degree' and went to India, where, by
his professional skill and his force of character, he es-
tablished a large practice. In a fit of anger, however,
he beat his native servant to death and went to prison.
After that he returned to England a gloomy and disap-
pointed man.

“When Dr. Roylott was in India he married my
mother, Mrs. Stoner, the young widow. My sister Ju-
lia and I were twins, and we were only two years old
at the time of my mother's second marriage. She had
a considerable sum of money and all this she left to
Dr. Roylott while we lived with him, but a certain sum
should be paid to each of us every year in the event
of our marriage®. After our return to England my

! took a medical degree — TTOAYYMA AUTIAOM Bpaya

% in the event of our marriage — B cAyuyae Halllero 3aMy>KeCTBa
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mother died — she was killed eight years ago in a
railway accident. Dr. Roylott then left London and took
us to live with him in the old house at Stoke Moran.
The money which my mother had left was enough for
all our wants, and it seemed we could be happy.

"But a terrible change occurred to our stepfather at
this time. Instead of making friends with our neighbours,
who at first were happy to see a Roylott back in Stoke
Moran, he shut himself up in his house. When he sel-
dom came out, he started quarrels with anyone whom
he met. A number of horrible quarrels occurred, two of
which ended in the court, until at last he became the
terror of the village, and the people hid at his approach,
for he is a man of great strength in his terrible fits of
anger.

"He has no friends at all except gypsies, and he
allows them to stay in the park near the house. He
loves also Indian animals, and he has at this moment
a cheetah and a baboon, which go freely over the park
and are feared by the people of the village almost as
much as their master.

“You can imagine from what [ say that my poor
sister Julia and I had no great pleasure in our lives.
No servant stayed with us, and for a long time we did
all the work of the house. She was thirty at the time
of her death, but her hair was turning gray like mine."

"Your sister is dead, then?"

“She died two years ago, and it is of her death that
I wish to speak to you. You can understand that, living
the life which I have described, we saw very few peo-
ple. We had, however, an aunt, who we were allowed

13
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to visit. Julia went there at Christmas two years ago,
and met there a young officer, to whom she became
engaged. My stepfather learned of the engagement
when my sister returned and did not say anything
against the marriage; but two weeks before the wed-
ding, the terrible event occurred and I lost my only
companion.”

Sherlock Holmes had been sitting in his chair with
his eyes closed, but now he glanced at his visitor.

"Please give us all the details,” said he.

"It is easy for me to do so, for I remember every
event of that time. The house is, as I have already
said, very old, and only the bedrooms are on the
ground floor. Of these bedrooms the first is Dr. Roy-
lott's, the second is my sister's, and the third is my
own. There are no doors between them, but they all
open out into the same corridor.

"The windows of the three rooms open out upon
the park. That fatal night Dr. Roylott had gone to his
room early, though we knew that he had not gone to
bed, for my sister was troubled by the smell of the
strong Indian cigars which he smoked. She left her
room, therefore, and came into mine, where she sat
for some time, talking about her approaching wedding.
At eleven o'clock she rose to leave me, but she paused
at the door and looked back.

" 'Tell me, Helen," said she, 'have you ever heard
anyone whistle at night?’

" 'Never. But why?' said L.

" 'Because during the last few nights I have always,
about three in the morning, heard a low, clear whistle.
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I cannot tell where it came from — perhaps from the
next room, perhaps from the park. I thought that I would
ask you whether you had heard it.'

‘No, I have not. It must be those gypsies in the
park!.’

" 'Very likely. And if it were in the park, it is strange
that you did not hear it also.’'

“'Ah, but I do not hear anything when I am asleep.’

She smiled back at me, closed my door, and a few
moments later I heard her key turn in the lock."”

"Did you always lock yourselves in at night?" asked
Holmes.

"Always."

"And why?"

“I think that I said that the doctor kept a cheetah
and a baboon. We had no feeling of security if our
doors were not locked."

"l see. But forgive me for interrupting you. Please
continue your story."”

EXERCISES
1. Answer the questions:

1. Whatdid you learn about the Roylotts of Stoke Mo-
ran?

2. Why did Dr. Roylott return to England from India a
gloomy and disappointed man?

3. How did it happen that Dr. Roylott lived in Stoke
Moran with his two stepdaughters?

! It must be those gypsies in the park. — AOAKHO GBITB, 3TO CBU-
CTEeAHU IIbITAHE B IIaPKe
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